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WESTERN ADELAIDE COASTAL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday 27 April 7.30pm 

Acknowledgement of Country  

Welcome and apologies 

Apologies: Paul Acfield, Sandy Ball, Paul Laris, Becky Llewellyn, Marty Cielens, Julie Whitehead 

Present: Geoff Short, Jim Douglas, Richard Smith, David Noonan, Lena Lapinska, Dianna Bugden, 

Geoff Wood, Heather Sawyer, Tony Williams, Marg Easson, Don Lewis, Andrea Rankin, Kathie Muir, 

Heather Sawyer, Shelley Harington 

Short film: Climate variability and change, Perth 2100 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0yS7PftNTY (this link is also on the WACRA website) 

Guest speaker – Kirsty Bevan (CEO, Conservation Council SA) 

What on Earth are we doing? Climate, coasts and community action 

Kirsty’s presentation is available on the WACRA website:  

https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/ 

Kirsty is the CEO of the Conservation Council of SA and chair of the South Australian Nature Alliance, 

bringing 20+ years of experience in management and advocacy within the environmental 

community. Prior to this role she worked as a leader with the Nature Conservation Society, the State 

Herbarium, and the Department for Environment and Water in SA and at the Great Barrier Reef 

Foundation in QLD. Kirsty plays a critical role in advocating for nature conservation, demonstrating 

her deep understanding of the importance of having an independent voice and creating a pathway 

for passionate people to work together in the pursuit of better outcomes for nature.  

[This summary is courtesy of the Australian Conservation Foundation 

https://www.acf.org.au/about/our-organisation/board-council/acf-council] 

 

Questions: 

Q: Dump Santos campaign – Henley Beach – we are confronting ignorance (What’s SANTOS?), brick 

bats and pats, and why are we advertising corporations at a major tour when other countries don’t.  

A: Thank you to WACRA volunteers for their contribution to the movement.  

Q: Attempt to get 1% of GDP towards nature – what kind of way do you use to quantify the 

significance and effort people put into conservation? Policy makers need to see this – to make it a 

huge priority?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0yS7PftNTY
https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
https://www.acf.org.au/about/our-organisation/board-council/acf-council
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A: Good question. Volunteering is truly undervalued in terms of the cost of restoration and recovery, 

and methods and tools to calculate volunteer effort and value will be added to our list. We are 

looking at the economic impact  of conservation solutions and are very aware of the cost when 

acting early, versus acting when we are in a crisis – examples like  Buffel grass, the great southern 

reef – there are many challenges that we are now dealing with due to lack of early effort or 

intervention and in most cases rely on considerable volunteer hours. That is our next phase – looking 

at the volunteer true value.  

Q: SANTOS sponsorship – they don’t sell anything to the general public, they export it. Sponsorship is 

not to influence the general public, so people don’t know what it is. They are influencing politicians, 

decision makers, which is why they fund it. And other events like the wheelchair rugby.   

A: That’s right. It is a household name, the SANTOS TDU. People know it is Santos TDU. We need to 

make people more aware of the role Santos plays and to also put pressure on government. We are 

working on removing them as a household name and collectively this is part of an overall strategy. I 

believe their contribution to the Santos TDU is low. We are not alone, many other institutions are 

looking to remove Santos as a public name; the Botanic Gardens recently removed Santos from the 

Museum of Economic Botany. It is great that community groups are doing these actions such as the 

TDU. It can amplify the conversation. 

Q: Measure of volunteerism is grossly underrated. Engagement with the community and education, 

what do you think of the brickbats and bouquets campaign? There are some examples of this. Do 

you think it is valuable? 

A: I think it’s important. I have used instances to lobby governments on celebrations made. These 

need to be in the media. We are clearing at a greater rate than we are planting and planting won’t 

yield benefits for decades. 

Q: You can see another rerun of the USA winning WW2. Is it useful to have transfers to put on their 

cars to say how many trees are planted etc to normalise other information that is better news?  

A: Affirmative positive action should be celebrated. I went to Fiji recently and met a young 

transgender person there who had been under displacement due to climate change. I flew with Fiji 

Airways (which is supported by Qantas), and everything on the flight was plastic free. They also 

announced that they will plant a mangrove with every international flight to build resilience against 

climate change, with storm surges and sea level rise. 

At Conservation Council SA for a long time, we have had only 2 part-time campaigners. We just hired 

a new staffer, our Climate Movement and Partnerships Lead, who will focus on building the 

movement and be open to talking with member groups about what improvements we can make. 

With such a small team, we are all working beyond our roles, as are you. For example, I often work 

6-7 days a week and yet my contract is for 4 days. But I am dedicated to our cause, I share the values 

of the organisation and I am committed to making impactful change for the benefit of the 

environment and all our futures. 

 

WACRA thanks Kirsty Bevan for her time and information. We will make a small cash donation to 

Conservation Council SA at Kirsty’s request. 

We also thank Amy Evans and Ngutungka Henley for enabling use of the space. 
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Annual General Meeting 

Acceptance of AGM minutes 2025 

AGM minutes 2025 https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/  

Motion that the minutes be accepted 

Moved: Richard Smith 

Seconded: Dianna Bugden 

Carried 

 

Chair’s Report 2025-26 

Jim Douglas and Paul Laris, April 21, 2026 

Coastal management 

Adelaide Beach Management Review 

We attended a number of joint information sessions and discussions. The initial position taken by 

WACRA was to support a pipeline on the condition that the environmental concerns indicated from 

the first review were fully investigated. This failed to be satisfactory. The Labor government included 

a Dredging Option. However, we were very disappointed with the quality of the consultation. 

Repeated letters to the government and the department were ignored. Eventually, the Government 

approved the dredging option. Further meetings of the Community were informed of the 

government decision. WACRA informed the Government that we supported the recommendations. 

Algal Bloom 

WACRA have been actively involved in raising our coastal Community concerns. We attended a 

number of meetings and forums but we were concerned that the focus seemed to be on 

reassurance without evidence, and protecting tourism and seafood industry. We are very aware of 

the human health risks and impacts including among our own members. So WACRA organised a 

large public forum at Ngutungka Henley attended by 70+ residents to hear from various experts on 

the impacts on human health and the ways in which the bloom can be harmful.                                          

Coastal Pathway (alias Coast Park) 

The coastal pathway continues to be plagued by dissension and delays. The section between 

between Tennyson and Grange has required a number of meetings but was announced in February 

2026. Despite WACRA’s concerns, the northernmost section from Hillview Avenue to Bournemouth 

Street leaves the coast and follows Seaview Rd. Meanwhile we await stage 3 which includes the 

disputed area immediately north of Bournemouth and into the Tennyson Dunes. The big issues are 

funding and design for the final section inside the Tennyson dunes are yet to be discussed. 

Jet-skis 

Despite the summertime ban problems remain. There is a lack of enforcement, so jet-skis frequently 

zoom amongst swimmers and come close to the beach. But there is also a problem with the 

regulation being limited to November to February. With climate change extending ‘summer’ and 29 

degrees in April, this needs to change. 

AUKUS submarines 

We heard from David Noonan, independent researcher on Nuclear subs project to build and 

maintain in Port Adelaide and the safety risks to community and direct workers associated with 

nuclear reactors. WACRA has endorsed the submissions made by the Port Adelaide Community 

Opposing AUKUS. We have grave concerns re the risk of making western Adelaide a nuclear target, 

the lack of any coherent plan for nuclear waste management and the monumental financial cost and 

the public services and resources foregone. 

https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
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Militarisation of education 

Several WACRANs were involved in organising and presenting a public forum in May 2025 at the 

Pilgrim Church on how armament corporations have infiltrated SA’s education system, from pre-

schools to universities.  

SAGE (South Australian Grassroots Ecosystem) 

We have been in contact with SAGE, informing us on the many local environment, social justice and 

human rights issues that they are concerned about. We hope to build closer links with this group 

especially given their younger membership. 

TDU at Henley 

On 23 January 2026, the Santos Tour Down Under (TDU) came to Henley Square. Several WACRA 

members organised a protest calling for the TDU to Dump SANTOS because of the gas producer 

contributing to climate change through avoidable and illegal emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Community Alliance SA (CASA) 

WACRA remains a committed member of CASA and we have attended regular meetings of CASA, 

keeping a watch on matters of planning, heritage and development issues. Issues linking WACRA via 

CASA include:  

• We have attended a number of meetings of the ‘Move the Mali Tower’ from immediately behind 

Parliament House (a National Heritage site) to a more suitable location such as Victoria Square.  

• WACRA has joined the protest against the redevelopment of the Adelaide Golf Club to make way 

for LIV Golf at a huge environmental cost, removing over 500 significant and aged trees. The 

latest is that it looks possible that the Saudi government will withdraw the funding for the event 

and that sounds good. However, the SA Government is adamant that the redevelopment will go 

ahead regardless. 

Breakout Creek Stage 3 

While the redevelopment of Breakout Creek was completed in 2023, in the spring of 2025 many of 

the plantings were showing just how much of a transformation the project has been. WACRA 

campaigned for many years to various governments for this to be done and we were very pleased to 

see the results blooming. WACRA were represented at a meeting initiated by the West beach 

community to give consideration to more environmental protection and attraction to the freshwater 

exit and estuary to encourage greater natural diversity. Ideas from the discussion have been taken 

back to the Department of Water and Environment (DEW) and Green Adelaide. 

The ‘Reflective Shield’ 

We have raised our serious concerns over the design and lack of maintenance of the area previously 

used (illegally) by the Lockleys riding club at the NW end of the Torrens outlet at the end of Military 

Road. A plan was accepted by Green Adelaide and council that has proven to be unfit for use. We 

have had meetings onsite and raised our concerns directly with Green Adelaide and DEW with the 

request that the space needs to be redesigned as a special meeting and reflective space that 

recognises First nations, becomes a meeting place and showcases indigenous culture and history.  

My Tree Project (MTP)  

This project is going gangbusters, winning a number of awards at both state and local government 

levels. We have successfully achieved significant grant monies to continue working with young 

students on the environmental values of trees in the environment. Students have been propagating 

hundreds of trees within schools, public verges and at home. The Art component enables an even 

greater opportunity to enhance the students’ creativity. The SA Living Arts (SALA) exhibition created 

by the students has been one of the great features of the project. A video is freely available to all 

schools, environmental organisations and anyone interested on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/@MyTreeProjectSouthAustralia  

https://www.youtube.com/@MyTreeProjectSouthAustralia
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Membership 

WACRA keeps our members up to speed on our issues and concerns through the WACRA Messenger 

newsletter. This has been very has been well received and editor Marty does a fantastic job in 

bringing all of the stories to you that also include what is happening of interest at the State and Local 

government levels. 

We know that social and economic conditions are making it harder and harder for people to find the 

time and energy to be engaged in community organisations. WACRA needs members to enable us to 

keep on looking after community interests. We need funds to cover costs the burden of insurance, 

to enable us to have the campaigns we have listed above and to support our memberships of 

‘umbrella’ organisations such as the Conservation Council SA, Community Alliance SA, and Friends of 

Gulf St Vincent and for attendance at various workshops and lectures. 

Our management committee presently consists of seven and our rules enable us to have up to 14 

committee members. It would be wonderful if someone here tonight would like to give a little of 

their time to nominate for a position. 

A huge thank you to all of the committee for their wonderful commitment to our community to 

reach our goal of making an inclusive, vibrant and healthy community.  

A very special thank you to those who have retained your membership and to those that will give 

consideration to joining WACRA. Recently we presented almost 50 years of our hardcopy history to 

the State Library and we were advised by the SA Library and SA History Trust that we are the longest 

serving community residents association in SA, and that is something we can all be proud of. 

 

Kirsty Bevan: WACRA’s insurance costs could be covered through Landcare SA. They get a grant 

from the federal government. We just need to apply to them. We need to be involved in 

environmental projects. 

Action: Kirsty to check with Landcare SA and send details on how to apply 

 

Motion that the report be approved. 

Moved: Marg Easson 

Seconded: Shelley Harington 

Carried 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Shelley Harington reporting 

The full financial statement can be viewed at https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/. 

The report notes that: “The books of account have been properly kept and record the transactions of 

the association. The bank account has been reconciled on a regular basis with reports presented at 

general meetings.  

We, [the undersigned], report that the financial statements of the Western Adelaide Coastal 

Residents’ Association Inc have been prepared in such a manner as to give a true and fair view of the 

state of affairs of the association as at 31 December 2025 and the twelve months ended on that 

date.” Signed Shelley Harington, Andrea Rankin, Geoff Short 

Motion that the report be approved, subject to audit. 

Moved: Jim Douglas  

Seconded: Dianna Bugden 

Carried 

https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
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Election of officers  
First we will look at specific positions. 

POSITION  NOMINATION 

Chairperson  Richard Smith (Acting) 

Co-Chairperson  No nomination 

Secretary  Andrea Rankin  

Treasurer  Shelley Harington 

Appointments to the committee:  

Committee members: Up to 10 ordinary committee (non-office holding) members are permitted. 

Renominating: Jim Douglas, Paul Laris, Geoff Short, Julie Whitehead, Richard Smith 

All nominations being uncontested, motion that the nominees be declared elected. 

Moved: Geoff Short 

Seconded: Richard Smith 

Carried 

With a special note of thanks to Don Lewis for his continuing support of the Committee and the 

Association. 

If you can’t join the committee, you can get involved in one of our projects. People can be co-opted 

without holding a position on the committee. There are also some people who are ‘go-tos’ for 

information and support. 

Refer to the WACRA website for the list of officers: http://wacra.org.au/about/who-we-are/  
 

Any other business 

Local government election 

This happens in the next 12 months. Any candidates and issues? 

Action: WACRA Committee will add this to the agenda of the next committee meeting. 

 

Signed  

 

Geoff Short, acting chair 

Authorised by WACRA: c/- 8A Flavel Place, Grange SA 5022; wacra.org.au and Facebook 

http://wacra.org.au/about/who-we-are/
wacra.org.au

