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Chronic  hazard exposure (long term climate pattern shifts)

Sea Level Rise

All coastal regions across South Australia are projected to become more exposed to sea level rise and 

associated acute hazards (e.g. coastal flooding and storm surges). The probability of  low-lying areas being 

inundated by seawater during seasonal high tides and coastal storm surges significantly increases with the 

smallest rise in sea level (SA DEW, 2021)

Climate change could lead to increased number of  coastal properties being damaged or lost. Based on 2009 

figures, between 25,000 and 43,000 residential building in SA, valued at between $4.4 billion and $7.4 

billion, may be at risk of  inundation from sea level rise of  1.1 m (DCCEEW 2009)

Such loss will significantly impact coastal SA communities as they are displaced during extreme weather 

events or moved to locations becoming unliveable, uninsurable and unaffordable (APH 2018). Displaced 

population and damaged properties resulting from coastal flooding will strain resources for crisis 

accommodation and housing assistance programs. 





Å CLIMATE CHANGE: 
TRANSITIONING FROM 
FOSSIL FUELS TO 
RENEWABLESŝ
FAST, 
FAIR, AND 
NATURE-POSITIVE





Source: Climateworks Centre, Monash University



















Åstronger native vegetation laws
Åtougher penalties for harming wildlife and illegal clearance 
of native habitat
Årecognition of Aboriginal South Australians and the role 
that they play in caring for Country
Ånew protections for critical habitats and threatened 
ecological communities
Åa general duty for all South Australians to protect 
biodiversity
Åa nationally consistent process to recognise and list 
threatened species
Åestablishment of four new groups to help administer the 
Act: the Biodiversity Council, the Clearance Assessment 
Committee, the Aboriginal Biodiversity Committee, and the 
Scientific Committee.









Å THE HARMFUL ALGAL 
BLOOM: 
OUR OCEAN CRISIS







Deliver a Statewide Algal Bloom Nature Repair Package - $31m

South Australia is increasingly vulnerable to harmful algal blooms driven by Climate Change with 

warming waters, nutrient loads and hydrological changes across marine and freshwater systems. Major 

events impact fisheries, tourism, drinking water, nature, cultural values and community health. A 

comprehensive package is needed to protect our marine ecosystems and reduce the long-term economic 

burden of  reactive responses.

Key Components:

1. Strengthened Environmental Monitoring and Rapid Response Capacity $16m

2. Actively involve First Nations in algal bloom management and recovery efforts, and establish òCultural 

Emergencyó funding for these purposes - $7m

3. Marine Parks protection ð minimum 5% increase - $6m

4. Murray-Darling Basin resilience - $2m 





Å URBAN TREE CANOPY: 
PROTECTING WHAT WE 
HAVE, 
GROWING WHAT WE 
NEED



City of Burnside, 2023 ð thermal images

State and local government, 2022 ð thermal imagery by plane (follow -up to 

the 2018 council urban heat capture) 

TREES, IRRIGATION, BARE EARTH, DARK AND HARD SURFACES HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT



TREE CANOPY COVER (3M) BY SUBURB

Tree canopy cover across metro 
Adelaide is 16.7%

295 (74%) suburbs have < 20% 
canopy cover

Tree canopy cover in residential 
suburbs is unequally distributed 
ranging from 1.75% in Seaford 
Heights to 52.77% in Waterfall 
Gully

Areas of high canopy cover are 
concentrated in the foothills, along 
river corridors and in the 
mangrove forests along the 
northern coast
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STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

VIBRANT MOVEMENT: grow a diverse, connected and resilient movement 
that strengthens our ability to protect South Australiaõs environment and 
people ð now and into the future.

STRONG VOICE: drive urgent action to phase out fossil fuels, 
transition to clean energy, and protect South Australiaõs unique 
waterways and biodiversity. CLIMATE | WATER | BIODIVERSITY.

FUNDED VISION: ensure our movement and organisation are well 
resourced, financially sustainable, and impactful. 



THANK YOU


