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WESTERN ADELAIDE COASTAL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 14 May 7.15pm 

Acknowledgement of Country  

Welcome and apologies 

Apologies: Paul Acfield, Sandy Ball, Amy Beardsley, Deb Cashel, Greg Cashel, Marg Easson, Mayor 

Angela Evans, Bruce Foster, Tina Koch, Paul Laris, Jonathan Pope, John Roberts 

Present: Peter Blackburn, Bert Brown, Katie Campbell Colquhoun, Marty Cielens, Kate Denton, Jim 

Douglas, Lionel Edwards, Chris Farran, Keelian Giessert, Fernando Gonçalves, Karen Hansen, Amy 

Hardwick, Shelley Harington, George Hatzirodos, Jacqui Hunter, Chris Iwanicki, Iris Iwanicki, Jill 

Kennare, Richard Larking, Don Lewis, Becky Llewellyn, Sue Murray-Jones, Andrea Rankin, Jane 

Shanahan, Geoff Short, Richard Smith, Sarah Tate, Peter Watson, Tony Williams, Julie-Anne 

Whitehead, Rick Whitehead, Andrew Winkler 

Guest speaker – Matt Nelson, Marine Scientist, Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

Matt brings broad experience from previous roles at EPA and has a BSc in Marine Biology in 

Invasive Marine Algae at Flinders University. Matt is involved in joint research by SA Water 

and EPA in efforts to improve water quality, reduce land-based pollution and restore 

seagrass meadows. 

Factors that contributed to the toxic algal bloom in Gulf St Vincent and effects of climate 

change on our marine biology 

This is a timely topic after a great white shark washed up at Henley recently. Local beachgoers were 

shocked when a dead great white shark washed up at Henley Beach. Marine biologist and 

conservationist Dr Mike Bossley said this is part of a much wider environmental crisis. While 

surveying the coastline from Port Vincent to Marion Bay, Dr Bossley and his team found thousands 

of dead and dying fish, along with many sharks and rays. One team member was injured by a 

distressed eagle ray. The cause? A toxic algal bloom that’s been affecting the Fleurieu and now much 

of the Yorke Peninsula. 

Presentation available on the WACRA website: https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/ 

Questions: 

Q: Given that the top of Gulf St Vincent is often calm and warm, why don’t we get the blooms up 

there? 

A: We do but we don’t test all the time; PIRSA don’t test up there either. The algae likes perfect 

conditions which we have had for a number of days; it’s got to a mass which is sustaining itself, in 

that when conditions aren’t perfect not all of the cells die – some survive and reproduce. 

https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
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Q: Can you explain the shark deaths etc? 

A: It is toxic and an algal bloom of that size uses up a lot of oxygen. Sea creatures are coming in 

closer to shore looking for air, where it’s shallower wind and wave actions oxygenates the water. 

The toxins from the algae are agitating them as well so their behaviours are different. 

Q: Even though the bloom hasn’t come here, these sea creatures may have gone to the bloom and 

then come here? 

A: Yes. There was a report from Maslin’s of a small amount of foam and a few dead fish. Some of the 

fish affected by the bloom could be transported via wind and tides into Gulf St Vincent. 

Q: So sharks are suffocating? 

A: Yes. The cells break up in the gills and the toxin from the algae is released. This clogs the gills and 

the toxins can damage gill tissues and cause hypoxia in the animal. 

Q: Is this a toxin that builds up in the food chain? 

A:  I looked into this further and there is limited evidence that K. mikimotoi bioaccumulates or 

biomagnifies through the food chain. 

Q: There are a lot of theories about the causation. The desal plant seems to have the most legs. Can 

we rule that out? People are also making connections between the dredging and this event. This is 

on facebook etc. The fishing industry is not getting enough information about what is happening. 

A: Basically, a commercial fisherman has a licence and a government body that looks after him 

(primary industries - PIRSA). They have been putting out reports about this. 

In terms of the desal plant, it’s 100 kms away, so we would have noticed it around Lonsdale first. The 

brine is barely detectable at 100 ms. This is not the problem. Monitoring is regular. At the moment 

it’s at 100 percent capacity. Algal species don’t like an increase in salinity so that would put the algae 

off if the desal plant was the problem. 

Q: It would be very helpful if the minister made a positive statement about what is causing it or not 

causing it. The info is not getting out to the community in the way it should. 

A: Theories are coming thick and fast and it’s a lot of work to debunk them all. We haven’t been 

advised by the minister to do this. 

Q: Does the EPA have a sense of how much has died? 

A: That’s not within the EPA’s legislative power. Some sea creatures (eg abalone) have come good 

after first being in distress). It seems to be in the top few metres of water. Also I have recently 

learned it is diurnal meaning it moves up and down through the water column depending on light 

and temperatures required.  

Q: We would expect the water to move around a lot. This year we have very little movement of 

water. Am I correct in thinking it’s climate change, that we are not having cold fronts coming 

through, which has allowed algal blooms? 

A: Yes, we will need storms to break this up, a number of strong south westerlies to cool the water. 

Q: You showed the beach partly covered with foam, is that the same general phenomenon as in the 

last few years? 

A: Yes, but it was a foam that did not release toxins as in this case. Foam means something in the sea 

has been broken up but it may not be toxic.  
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Q: What’s the long-term impact of this event? 

A: The ecosystem will bounce back with some rain and colder weather. Fish stocks will bounce back. 

We don’t see mass fish kill events all the time. It may take 12 months or longer before it goes back to 

normal. It’s important to remember that the majority of the fish that have been affected are found 

elsewhere around the state; this is not the only place these critters are found.  

Q: Toxic versus harmful – what does this mean? 

A: Toxic means the algae produces a toxin that can cause impacts to other organisms by releasing a 

toxin into its system. Harmful means it has other mechanisms to harm and/or kill other organisms 

(eg they could simply clog gills and suffocate a fish, no toxins required). 

Q: How does it kill fish? 

A: It releases toxins into the fish causing damage to the gill tissues and causing hypoxia so that they 

die. We can’t eat those fish. 

Q: Is there any collaboration re research into trends? 

A: Yes, there is a lot of research re climate change and how it will affect us. The duration of events is 

longer – marine heatwaves. 

Q: So this is triggered by an increase in sea temperatures? Why isn’t PIRSA engaging more with the 

EPA on this? 

A: Yes. Everything is connected so it’s not just the ocean. The whole globe is warming. PIRSA have 

their own remit. 

Q: 2024 graph – it looked like there were 260 days of elevated marine temperatures? Please clarify. 

A: That’s just outside of normal variability so 260 days or marine heat/cooling events that are above 

normal variability.  

Q: Is it worth separating heating from cooling? 

A: We are talking about climate behaving differently to the past. An ‘event’ means it is outside of 

normal variability. In saying that, it might be worth it, but it would depend on what your question 

was. I was merely trying to illustrate that it is these abnormal conditions that are different this year 

and have caused the HAB (harmful algal bloom). 

 

WACRA thanks Matt Nelson for his time and information. Jim Douglas says it has given us a greater 

understanding of what is happening. Matt will action our concerns. The local member, Matt 

Cowdrey, has suggested an independent inquiry into the problems. WACRA will support this letter to 

Susan Close. 

 



WACRA AGM and GM May 2025  4 

AGM and General Meeting 

Acceptance of AGM minutes 2024 

AGM minutes 2024 https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/  

Moved: Richard Smith 

Seconded: Geoff Short  

Carried 

 

Acceptance of General Meeting minutes 5/12/24  

See https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/  

Moved: Jim Douglas 

Seconded: Becky Llewellyn  

Carried 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Shelley Harington reporting 

In the last year we managed to reduce the cost of the liability insurance by $300. We have got a 

$3000 DWA grant from council. Membership is $20 per year and is trickling in. We have a $2000 

term deposit and get interest from that. We have cancelled the PO Box (we weren’t getting enough 

mail to justify the cost) and are redirecting mail. 

There are no outstanding bills at present. 

$1049 balance – grant $3000, term deposit $2000. 

Moved: Jim Douglas 

Seconded: Richard Smith 

Carried 

 

Chair’s Report 2024-25 

Bert Brown (acting chair) reporting 

The past year has been a busy and often challenging time for WACRA members who contributed to a 

range of local and state government departmental requests for our input regarding future planning. 

This included our submissions recommending changes to the Coast Protection Board (CPB) and the 

coastal management reviews addressing options for preserving and managing our beaches. 

Whilst over 30 submissions from coastal groups were presented to a government committee 

recommending changes to the CPB, very little has changed. Our recent discussions with Minister 

Susan Close have convinced us that it is no longer a priority issue and will not be addressed in this 

government’s term of office. 

There was much discussion and often disagreement between community groups on how best to 

keep sand on our local beaches. WACRA has, from the outset of our input into the review process, 

chosen to gauge and listen to expert and local community feedback regarding options, including a 

pipeline, dredging, sand carting or other sand retention methods. At our December public forum we 

invited David Osborn, Project Director: Adelaide Beach Management Review, and Steve Dangerfield, 

Department for Environment and Water, as guest speakers to help inform our members. The 

dredging trial was a controversial and challenging part of the review process which has now 

https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
https://wacra.org.au/news-events/meetings/
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concluded.  A report has now been completed for the state government and we await their decision 

in choosing the best methods for preserving our coastal beaches. 

The housing crisis continues throughout Australia. WACRA invited Dr Greg Ogle, a senior policy 

officer from SACOSS, to discuss ways in which we, as a community, can assist SACOSS to achieve 

their objectives which includes affordable housing. Greg’s excellent presentation can be found on 

the WACRA website. 

It was wonderful to see the opening of the new Ngutungka Henley Library and community centre, 8 

February 2025. Several WACRA and other community members had previously lobbied the council 

to ensure the old library would be replaced. Our members were involved with the project working 

party throughout the planning process to assist council with its development.  

After three years of consistent lobbying and presentations to council to adjust the annual budget 

and increase the tree canopy in our city, our voices of concern were finally heard and our council is 

to be congratulated on setting its target and raising our canopy status with other state councils.  

The My Tree Project (MTP) continues to flourish with several schools and over 600 students, their 

parents and teachers actively involved with seed planting and tree preparation. This project, 

overseen by Julie Whitehead, Steve Fuller, Deirdre Knight, Lara Lamnek, Andrea Rankin and other 

volunteers continues to be a great success story. Their focus now is making MTP sustainable. They 

are forging links with Green Adelaide and involving Trees for Life to assist with ongoing educational 

roles. 

Progress on the final stages of the coastal path development appears to have stalled over the past 

months. This is the section where a pathway is to be constructed though the Tennyson Dunes 

instead of above the dunes and closer to the houses in this area. WACRA did not support this section 

of the path being built within the dunes but Minister Nick Champion had decided against our 

position. We await the outcome of the pathway from Grange to Semaphore.  

The Australian government has announced the building of conventionally armed, nuclear-powered 

submarines by the end of this decade, as part of the AUKUS agreement. The preferred site for 

construction is near the existing Osborne naval shipyard at Port Adelaide. As a result of our concerns 

regarding the lack of consultation and information, we invited David Noonan to our general meeting 

in June 2024 to speak on the health and safety implications of nuclear submarine reactor accidents. 

As a result, WACRA has agreed to be involved further with other concerned conservation groups to 

ensure our community is informed prior to taking action against the future potential risks. WACRA is 

supporting local groups from Port Adelaide who are also concerned about future nuclear reactors on 

their doorsteps. 

As you can hear, there are lots of activities in which WACRA is involved. You don’t have to be a 

member of the committee to join projects or get involved with activities. Our thanks to Marty 

Cielens for producing five wonderful editions of our WACRA Messenger newsletter. He does a great 

job pulling together the committee’s first drafts and crafting them into professional articles. To 

Andrea Rankin, you do a wonderful job in taking the minutes of all our meetings and regularly 

updating our website. My special thanks to our long-standing mentor, Jim Douglas, and to our 

committee team for all that you are doing. 

Bert Brown 

Acting chair, WACRA 

Moved: Jim Douglas 

Seconded: Richard Smith 

Carried 
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Jim Douglas thanks Bert Brown for his input to WACRA. He will stand down from tonight after 10 

years of service.  

 

Election of officers  

First we will look at specific positions. 

POSITION  NOMINATION 

Chairperson  No nomination 

Co-Chairperson  No nomination 

Secretary  Andrea Rankin  

Asst Secretary  Richard Smith 

Treasurer  Shelley Harington 

Don Lewis (Public Officer) has self-nominated as public officer. 

Moved: Jim Douglas 

Seconded: Geoff Short 

Carried 

Appointments to the committee:  

Committee members: Up to 9 ordinary committee (non-office holding) members are permitted. 

Renominating: Jim Douglas, Paul Laris, Geoff Short, Julie Whitehead 

Bert Brown, (when available), Marty Cielens (editor only)  

Will the meeting move the 4 acceptances to the committee in block (by acclamation)? 

Moved: Richard Smith  

Seconded: Lionel Edwards 

Carried 

If you can’t join the committee, you can get involved in one of our projects. People can be co-opted 

without holding a position on the committee. There are also some people who are ‘go-tos’ for 

information and support. 

Refer to the WACRA website for the list of officers: http://wacra.org.au/about/who-we-are/  

 

Any other business 

Meeting 15 May, Port Adelaide – Master Plan for Le Fevre Peninsula. They are seeking community 

consultation. 

Sunday 1 June 2-5pm: Opening of Yitpi Yartapuultiku, the new Aboriginal Cultural Centre, corner of 

Old Port Road and Bower Road: https://www.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/visit/events/opening-day-yitpi-

yartapuultiku  

 

Don Lewis: Memorials Australia (based in Queensland) – their project is to locate all memorials and 

honour rolls. They have contacted council and also been referred to Don.  

Action: Don to raise it with the secretary and we will address it in a committee meeting. 

 

NOTE: Accoustics are not good in this space – WACRA to let library staff know. Accoustic tiles are 

apparently going to be installed. 

http://wacra.org.au/about/who-we-are/
https://www.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/visit/events/opening-day-yitpi-yartapuultiku
https://www.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/visit/events/opening-day-yitpi-yartapuultiku
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Signed  

 

Bert Brown, acting chair 

Authorised by WACRA: c/- 8A Flavel Place, Grange SA 5022; wacra.org.au and Facebook 

wacra.org.au

