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This is West Beach viewing North from the Boat 
Harbour – note the WBSLSC on the very tip of the 
primary dune - 1995



This is West Beach looking south towards 
Glenelg 1995 from the WBSLSC.



The West Beach Boat Harbour proposal 1997



West Beach looking north from the Boat Harbour 
2 years after construction.  
Note:  the change in beach profile in just 2 years



MEDIA RELEASE – 22 MAY 1997
RESIDENTS DEMAND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) ON NEW PLANS FOR BOAT 
FACILITIES AND STORMWATER AT WEST BEACH 

Residents say 

“Have all the relevant SA public authorities been involved in the 
development of these plans.  We think not.  The project managers are 
apparently not even using our world renowned South Australian 
expertise in coastal management to guide this project”

“What long term effect will the proposed launch facility at West Beach 
have on the beaches to the north?  Is the benefit to a few boat owners 
worth the desecration of our beaches and the enormous ongoing cost 
of sand management.” 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

GLENELG-WEST BEACH DEVELOPMENT WEST BEACH BOATING 
FACILITY

Wednesday 3 September 1997
Mr Rob Tucker, Manager Coastal Protection Branch said:

“It is estimated that there will be a need to bypass about 40,000 cubic metres of sand from south of the 
groyne to the north.  This can vary from about half that to three times that.”

“If it is found that not as much sand can be bypassed by trucking then the remainder will have to be 
bypassed by dredging.”

“One should bear in mind that because of the difficulties modelling these facilities to determine what  
will happen with the sand movement it is possible that the groyne will have to be lengthened in order 
to stem the flow of sand from the north.”



Coastal Protection Board Report to Development 
Assessment Commission 8 September 1997

Rob Tucker, presiding member, Coastal Protection Board says in part 

“The proposal to construct boating facilities at West Beach conflicts with 
beach processes at the site by interrupting the natural longshore movement 
of sand.  As a consequence artificial bypassing of sand will be required in 
perpetuity.”

“The substantial cumulative costs and ongoing nature of this work 
distinguishes this aspect of the proposal as significant and it must be 
accepted that the State is bearing the risk of the future consequences given 
that precise quantification is difficult.  Indeed, when constructing intrusions 
in a natural environment an extreme circumstance that should be 
acknowledged is the possible future removal of the facility in the event of 
failure to meet designed use in an economically feasible manner.”



Coastal Protection Board Report continues
Rob Tucker continues to say:

“That any net lock-up of sand within the altered beach shape caused by 
construction of the facility should be counteracted with a 
replenishment of the West Beach dunes area with sand from a source 
external to the beach system.”

In summary the report says in part “The recommendations of the 
consultant for further modelling of the shoreline be followed through 
and that the Board be advised of any implications of this further study.”

To our knowledge further modelling did not take place.



Government announces the diversion of polluted 
stormwater to flow out through the Barcoo Outlet

The 
Residents’ Association 

message to the 
community warning of 

the threat



Rally warned by Dr Scoresby Shepherd:

“that any groyne obstructing the beach or 
coastal area will result in damage to the 

ecosystem and this is backed up by concerns 
already expresses publicly by the 
Coastal Protection Board to the 

Public Works Standing Committee.”  

“Sand will be depleted further north causing 
troughs which cause even more disruptions 
to wave action making sand management 

impossible and associated costs totally 
unpredictable.”



Twelve scientists employed by the 
SA Government signed a letter expressing 
serious concern about the proposed boat 

launching facility at West Beach.

“As one of the few pristine beach systems 
adjacent to a major capital city of Australia, 

Adelaide’s metropolitan beach is a 
priceless part of South Australia’s 

natural heritage. 
The boat launching facility will 

destroy that heritage”

These scientists were 
reprimanded and silenced by 

the Government for 
expressing their concern



Glenelg/West Beach Development Stage 2
West Beach Boating Facility
The 64th Report of the Public Works Committee 
January 1998
In part

“While Members are satisfied that the safety and social 
aspects of the proposal have been adequately addressed by 
the Government, it acknowledges that there is some 
uncertainty surrounding the sand management aspect of the 
project and the possible effects the proposed development 
may have on the metropolitan coastline.”



Public Meeting 
Henley Town Hall 
19th January 1998

400 residents join the ‘Action 
Group’ to picket

the development site at Barcoo 
Road.  

THE SCIENCE FAILED TO 
CONVICE THEM THAT THIS 
PROJECT WILL NOT HARM 

ADELAIDE’S METROPOLITAN 
BEACHES.



Public address at West Beach by the late 
Dr John R Hailes on 1st February 1998 Author of 

The Hailes Report on Coastal Management
Dr Hailes warned: 

“It is now widely recognised that models generate spurious or sham predictions without 
reliable and meaningful data from field monitoring over 24 hour tidal cycles.”

“There are innumerable well-documented, world-wide examples of the astronomical 
economic and social costs associated with the building of groynes and breakwaters.  These 

have been ignored by both the SA Government and the Developers in their haste to 
commence this project.”

“In conclusion, the community welcomes sound and rational development but not 
irrational political decisions which are going to burden the public with ad infinitum costs –

which the West Beach Boat Harbour Project will do if it is not halted.”



The community blockade at West Beach. 20/3/1998 

THE SHOW OF COMMUNITY CONCERN
PROTESTERS DRAGGED AWAY FROM THE SITE ON 42 OCCASIONS  

ADVERTISER MARCH 1998



Advertiser 17th March 2003

Statements by Dr Murray Townsend, 
Coastal Protection Board spokesman said:

“It might come to the point that sand is so expensive 
that a continuous beach might not be feasible.”

“In order to get an idea of the value of the coast, we 
have to consider everything and that would include 
what the costs would be of letting the coast recede.”

WACRA says What are the consequences?

• Over 100,000 people visit West Beach Caravan Park 
and Holiday Village every year.

• This equates to approx 10% of all SA Tourism
• What is the economic loss to the State





WACRA President, Jim Douglas 
said:

“The dunes at West Beach are 
being swept away because we 
have lost almost 2 metres of sand 
from the sea bed caused by 
irresponsible developments and 
massive levels of sediments from 
the storm water outflows killing 
off the sea grass and destablising 
the sand.”



Sand shifting by pipes, 
pumps and trucks.

This is what it looks like.

As predicted the system does 
not pump sufficient sand to 

meet the needs and must be 
supplemented by trucking.  

So much for the guarantees 
that this system will resolve 

the problems.

The community warned the 
CPB  of dune damage

as a result of installing the 
pipes



Photos immediately north of the WBSLSC.
Government assurances that the installation of the 

pipeline would not damage the dunes and the 
guarantee of  a successful revegetation program 

FAILED MISERABLY



TORRENS RIVER 
POLLUTED WATER  
BREAKOUT CREEK

WEST BEACH 
SAND EROSION



WACRA wrote to Environment Minister Hunter in February 2014 
expressing a number of concerns with the damage done at West Beach 
and ask how the Government is going to address the problem.  The 
minister advises as follows:

• Sand mining will continue from the southern side of the Torrens River.
• We have had unusually high seas.
• We are extending the rock wall north of the WBSLSC
• We are continuously engaging with the local community
• The revegetation program after the pipeline was installed is successful
• The ramp access at the WBSLSC is quite vulnerable to changes in the 

level of the beach at this site



Weekly Times Messenger 8th January 2014

WEST BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
UNDER THREAT

Club President, Peter Zuill, said:

“We’re looking at the options because of the 
erosion issues we are having 

with our location.“

“Erosion caused by wave movement 
has made the beach outside the current 

clubrooms almost unusable.”



Coastal Geologist, Dr Ian Dyson, fronted the 
Parliament’s Environment, Resources and 

Development Committee to discuss his study on 
the health of Adelaide’s beaches.

Dr Dyson said:

“Our beaches are in bad shape and they have 
been in steady decline for the last 50 years.”

“At West Beach, for instance, there is serious 
sediment starvation.”

“The State Government’s strategy of replenishing 
beaches via sand pumping and carting had not 

worked, despite huge costs.”

“Beach replenishment is a band-aid solution.”
NOTE:  Dr Dyson will be meeting members of the ERDC 
Committee on the beaches within the next 2 weeks.



WACRA says “THE SCIENCE HAS FAILED”

• The beaches have not been restored to equilibrium.
• The $23 million Living Beaches Strategy is not doing the job.
• Bypassing sand at Glenelg and West Beach has blown out from $750,000 to $1.59 

million a year.
• Installing the pipeline has wrecked the dunes at Henley Beach South and West 

Beach.
• Sand mining is cutting back the dune contours.
• Sea walls are being undermined and are unstable due to loss of sand depth and 

increased wave action.
• Polluted waters are still spewing into the Gulf.
• Sea Grass is dying and receding making the sand unstable.
• The CPB and Government are silent on where an additional sand source can be 

located.
• The State is shifting the responsibility onto Local Government to patch up their 

‘stuff ups’.



SUMMARY

Is there any good news?
Where do we go from here?

• We are sure the CPB is concerned, that’s why they are calling on the State for more money.
• The recent presentation by Dr Ian Dyson who has been travelling around the world looking at what other 

countries are doing could provide strategies for some ‘trials’.
• Are there other sand sources that need to be found or considered?
• Maybe the Attorney who has carriage of the new Planning and Infrastructure Act will include a more 

holistic plan that will include the coastline and more responsible development.
• Should we deconstruct ‘Blow Up’ the man made structures that are impeding the sand movement as 

proposed by Rob Tucker and the CPB back in 1997?

One thing is for sure, don’t just leave the answers up to the scientists.  Community do hold a view and they 
must be listened to.



RELEVANT QUOTES

“WHERE IS THE DUTY OF CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT? 
PROFIT IS THE DRIVING FACTOR SOLD AS PROGRESS, 

JOBS AND BEING GOOD FOR THE ECONOMY”
Dr Barbara R Hardy OA

“I BELIEVE THAT ENGINEERS ARE VERY GOOD AT 
DEVELOPMENT AND REMEDIAL ACTION BUT THEY ARE 

NOT AT ALL GOOD AT FORSEEING PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE 
LONG TERM IMPACT OF A DEVELOPMENT ON THE 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT”
Erik Eckholm (New York Times)



• Western Adelaide Coastal Residents’ Association 
formerly Henley & Grange Residents Association

• Articles from the Advertiser and Messenger Press
• Coastal Protection Board/Branch
• Department of Environment, Water & Natural Resources 
• 12 Scientists employed by SA Government
• Final Report 49th Parliament Public Works Committee
• Dr John Hailes (deceased) Author ‘Hailes Report’ on 

Coastal Management
• Dr Barbara Hardy AO
• Dr Ian Dyson, Geologist
• Dr Murray Townsend CPB
• Mr Rob Tucker, Manager CPB, Project Manager, Adelaide 

Living Beaches
• Mr Peter Zuill, President WBSLSC
• Scientists:  

S A Shepherd M Env PhD Marine
K Edyvanne PhD Marine Scientist
R McGarvey PhD Marine Scientist
K Jones PhD Marine Scientist

W Dimmlich B Sc Hons Marine Science 
B McDonald B Sc Marine Science
R Musgrave PhD Marine Science
M Ayloffe B Sc
A Flaherty B Sc Marine Science
A Fowler PhD Marine Science
G Ferguson B Sc Marine Science

• SAPOL
• Adelaide Living Beaches, SA Govt, Dept 

Environment
• Mr Alan Holmes (retired) DEWNR, Chief 

Executive
Photography by  
• Fernando M. Goncalves
• Peter Zeleny
• Andrew Winkler
• Anne Wheaton

Bibliography



WEST BEACH AS IT ONCE WAS


